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freedom which becomes licence is 'worse than the most
rigorous tyranny".

The vigorous defence of foreign travel came appositely
from one who had spent by far the greater part of the
preceding four years in going from place to place in
Europe, and was about to undertake another long tour:

eYet another matter which I desire to place before you for
consideration is concerned with foreign travel. It is, I think,
most important that we should encourage our people to travel
abroad, to make themselves acquainted with other lands, other
races, other cultures. Why have we acquired the dislike to
travel over the seas ? . .. This medieval attempt of ours to keep
ourselves in dignified seclusion has cost us more than we shall
ever know. The proverbial toad in the well had not its vision
more confined than have those who refuse to contemplate the
pulsing life of the countries over seas. Intercourse with the
great trading nations is necessary to us for the extension of our
resources, for the enlargement of our horizon, and for the re-
covery of that initiative which we are said to have lost. Let us
go abroad again to recover it. Some will reply that there are
many Indians of a world-wide reputation for their great gifts
in all branches of intellectual achievement whose knowledge
of other countries has been based on their reading or on in-
formation derived at second handfrom others. I cordially agree.
But I am convinced that, had they added to their natural talents
the breadth of mind and elasticity of imagination which must
result from travel, from personal experience and observation
of the manners and customs of other nations, they must have
increased enormously their powers for good/ I

The Maharaja had not intended to stay more than a week
in Benares, but he lingered there for over a month, either
under compulsion of his enemy or under the spell of the
sacred city, which has peculiar fascination for all Hindus.
On his return to Baroda he could not shake off the gout,
and his doctors advised another journey to Europe. The
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